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OPERALJONS OF COMPANY “I", Sth INFANTRY
(4th INFANTRY DIVISION) BAST OF OLZAEIM, GERVANY
88 February - 1 March 1945
(REINETAND CAMPAIGN)

{Personal Experience of a Company Commander)

INIRODUCTION

In the Puropean Theater of Operabt ions the Ardennes
Ceampaign had come %o a suocessful close by the end of Jan-
uary 1945, All the ground which had been gained for Hite-
ler by the Germans' December offengive had been re-taken,
and the "Bulge" was smoothed outf (1) ihe United Stateé
Fiist and fhirq Armies were again side by side and the dis-
positlon of the Allied Forces was as shown on Map As () |

It was General Risenhower's desire to pass G0 the gen~
eral offensive as quickly as possible, He believed the Ger-
mans had committed all of thelir remaining reserves during
- the Batcle of the Bulge, and because of losases and discour~
agement , would offer muech weaker resistance from here on.

In addition, the hussiang had started their powerful winter
offensive on 12 January whioh further greatly reduced the
possibility that the Germans could reinforse the western
front to avoid defeat. (3) |

'The plan for the destruction of the German strength
wegt of the Rhine entaiied three major assanlts, The Twenty-
First Army Group in the north would make the first on 8 Feb~
ruazry; the Tweifth Army Group 1n=the oenter, comprised of
the First and Third Armies, would make the second; and the

(1) A-1, p. 237; (2) A-2, pp. 100-101; (3) A~3, p. 365.
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Twelfth and Sixth Army Groups would make the third vo clear
the Saar Basin., (4)

In prebaration for its assault, the Twelfth Army Group
asgumed an attitude of "aggressive defense" during the month
of'February and directed the Third Army to make probing ate
tacks toward certain key objeetives. (5}

On the nofthern flank of the Third Army, VIII Corps
ootit inued its attacks through the Siegfried Line, driving
toward Prum, é key communieation eenter and strongpoint of
the northern Schnee Eifel defenses, (6) In the forefront
ofxthe dri%e, troops of the 4th Infantry Division aleng with
those of the 87th and 90th Divisions (7) might have been
wryly amused had they known T hat theirs wag merely & "prob-
ing atseck toward certaln key objectives}"

The 4th Divieion had been attacking steadily day after
day since 18 January over ruggeéd, snow-covered, iey ground
against very stubborn resistance, (8) Prum fell to the
224 Regiment of the 4th Division on 12 February, and as of
that date, forward movement of the division stopped while
VIII Corps congolidated its positions, (9) The divisgion
organized high ground for defense on the west side of the
Prum River from QOlzheim south to Prum and enjoyed a respite{

whilch was to0 last untill 28 February. ;(10) The Third Army
front as of 27 February 1945 was as shown on Map B. (11)

4) A3, p. 374; (5) A~1, p. 279; (6) A-1, p. 279; A-4, p. 285;
7} A~4, p. 285; (8) A~-4, pp, 306-307; Personal Knowledge;
9) A-l, p, 879; (10) Personal Knowledge; (11) A-7, D 23, Map 6.

{
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(i GENERAL SITUAL ION

: During1$ﬂe defensive period the Bth,/lzth and 284 In=
fantry Regimentslaf the 4th Divisibn were dispoged as shown
on Map C. (12) In the 8th Infantry sector on the division
left flenk, advantage of the lull was Laken to rotafe bat-
talions to the'reér forlfive-day.peribda of rest and re-or=
ganization: On 13 Febfuary the 34 Battellion was relieved
by the let Battalion in the Herméspand area and moved six
miles hack through Siégfried Line defenses to the town of
Sohlausenbach, (See Map C) (13) Here for its preaious ‘
five days, I Company felt far removed from the ocombat zone,
There were showers, clean clothes, hot meals three times g
day, plenty of sleep on dry st:éw with all the blankets de-
sired, no cold foxholes, no incoming artillery and no sud-
den spluttéering of burp-gun fire, Men could feel almost
oivilized again.,

No demands were made on any company of thg battalion by
highe» authority, other than beginning the organization of a
regimental reserve_line'forward'of the main Siegfried de~
fensea, However, work on this projeot proceeded no further
than the planning and reconnsaissance stage.

A few replacements - approximately 15 men'- were re-
ceived by the company. These were apportioned out to the
rifle platoouns, raisihg the platoon strengths to an average
of 2% men, The authorized strength of a rifle platoon ab
the time was 40 enlisted men and one officer, (14} The
officerxr strength.of the company was four as againel six
(12) A~-5, pp. 310-311; Statement of Lt Col George L Mabry

10 Jen 49, formerly Cmdg Ofer, 24 Bn, 8th Inf; Personal Know-
ledge; (13) Personal Knowledge; (14} A-6.
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authorized, All vieapons were thoroughly cleaned and test-l
fired, and-fa@lty or missing equipmenf was replaced., FPla-
topns were re-organized, and the company waé made as ready
ag posgible for further aetion,

Cn 18 February the 34 Batbtallion received orders to move
back into the line, relieving the 23 Battalion on the left,
I Company was to relieve E Company in Olzheim and viecinity,
The ground sloped sharply down to the Prum River and 0lz-
heim, was open and under diréct_observation of the Germans,
who were. firing artillery and rockets st all profitable tar-
gets appearing, Movement into the town therefore had to be
made after dark, The relief was completed wilthout inecldent
on the night of 18-19 February., (15) E Company was eager
to move oub.

In this portion of the regimental sector, the front of
the 34 Battalion extended over 2500 yards, and all three
rifle oompanies were on line. (See Map C) Iarge gaps ex-
1atéd between companieg, but these were generally over open
terrain and coui& be covered by observation and fire during
daylight hours, IListening posts and registered artillery
and mortar concentrations covered them at night, I Company
ocecupied high ground northwest of Hermespand; K Company Wwas
in the center; and I Compaﬁy, on the left, maintained oon-

taet with the 87th Divislon to the north., (18)

(15) (16) Personal Knowledge.



THE COMPANY STITUAT JON

Frontline position of I Company was on the reverse
slope of a ridge on the east sidé”or thé Prum ﬁiver.' The
"ridge separated Olzheiﬁ from.Kiélhlangenfeld, 2. somewhat
smaller town, about lsbo.yardé %0 the eapt, Except for
three patohes of woods,'the entire ridge was bare of veg~
etation for several hundreq yards on either side of the
road Joining Olzheim and Kleinlangenfeld, About 50 yards
north of the road one patch‘(Point X" on Map D) ext ended
100 yards in width and 300 yards in depth, Its forward‘
(eastern) edge was gome 200 yards short of the orest of the
rigge., The secondipatch (Point *Y" on Map D) was joined
to Woods "X" by a Thin line of low, serubby trees, Woods
n"yr was 150 yards north of "X'" and extended closer to the
ﬁoP of the ridge. The third pateh (Point "z" on Map D)
was by far the largest, IV was on the enemy-held side of
the ridge, and extended from a shord disténee below the
erest east and southeast Tt o within 300 yards of the edge
of Kleinlangenfeld, A distance of about 100 yards aepaQ
rated Woods "Y" and "z", The forward edge of Woods "Y"
and the space between the twoe woods were found to be very
heavily strewn with ant i-personnel mines., (17)

One rifle platoon of I Company was disposed along the
forward edge of Woods "X", During the night it also manned
two listening posts ~=- one on the south edge of the road,

and the other sbout 100 yards farther to the south and closer

(17) Personal Knowledge,
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to the orest of the ridge., Another platoon was located in
the center of Woods "Yé, extending from the south edge to
the north edge, Observation and.fields_of fire in this po-
gition were limited to about 100 yards in the woods, The
plat oon ganned & night 1istening post out in the open ground
to the north, approximately halfway between fhe platoon and
the south flank position of the 87th Division, Visiting
patrols from the 87th and I Company oontasted the listening
post at frequent intervals during darkness. A heavy machine
gun platdon attached from M Company was loocated with the
rifle platoon in Wbods nxXn, and I Company's light machine -
gun sectlon reinforoed the "Y® position. The 60mm mortar
gection had positions'close %0 the west edge of Woods nX%
- from which fire sould be placed in front of both "X'" and
nyn,  (18)

Back in Olzheinm, ihe obmpany command post was seb upi
in the ocellar of a demolished house, while two other blasgied
remains served as a gort of combinatlon company support po-
gition and rest and reogperation area, The platoons and por-
tions of the supporting sections were rotated on position so
§hat they were back in the town every third day. Communica-
tion to all platoons, seotions and listening poate was by
sound~povwer telephone and SCR 536 radie in addition to the
ever-pregent measquers.

fhe command post of the 3d Battalion was in the Olzheim
gohool building, a few hundred yards away, and the 8lmm mor-
tars of M Company were located behind some shattered houses

on the south edge of town, (19) No building in the town

(18) (19) Personal Knowledge,
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remained intact after bthe terrific pounding received from
both American and German artillery fire, and only a very
few were more than plles of rubble, Although the ridge con-
cenled Olzheim from German observation and men sould move
- freely along the streets, frequent artillery and rocket con-
ocentrat ions falling on the town held such movement %o a
minimum,

The Prum River at this point was narrow -~ abeut 30
yards -~ shallow and swift, The bridge on the Olzhelm-
‘Kleinlangenfeld road had been destroyed by the withdrawing
Germens, and s foot bridge was now in place, ILater a Bailey
bridge was laid aoross, (20)

Between 18 and 28 February aotivity along the 3d Bate
talion front consisted of frequent night patrolling from
both sides, machine gun riring, and seemingly constant in-
coming and outgoing artillery fire, It was learned that
the enemy was well estabiished in Kleinlangenfeld, that he
had positions in the near edge of Woods nzn, and that he
was generally strong all along the high ground.sﬁuth of
Kleinlangenfeld. A11 prisoners captured by the battalion
| werelﬁembers of thé'German Sth Parachute Division., (21)

A few Gemman patrols managed to infiltrate through the
wide battalion front, bui those were discovered and driven
off before any damage wag done, O0On the whole, the night
listening posts, backed up with mortar illuminating shells,
artillery and mortar oohoentrations, proved very effective,

As the month neared its end, men of the battallon were torn

'(80) {281} Personal Knowledge.



between the hope that their turn for amother five days to
the rear in Schlausenbach would come up and the conviction
that this lull in offensive action certainly could not last
much longer,

In anﬁicipation of possible orders for attack from the
present position, the battalion commander received permigse
ion to send eertalin officers of the battalion in I~5 lial-
gson planes for a look at the enemy~held terrain, The I Com~
pany commender was one of the chosen few, Although def-
initely not air-minded, espeeially in the combat zone, he
went aloft on 24 February, Expeoting Kleinlangenfeld to he
his assigned obJective in any attack, the company commander.
pald particular attenbion to the layout of the town, Woods
rzt and the terrain surrounding the town, Although he was
not subsequently assigned that objective, the reconnaissance
proved valuable, .The most lasting impression, however, was
gained from the observation of hundreds of American vehloles
moving around like ants as far as could be'aeén behind our
lineg, while nothing stirred visibly in German territory.

It was one more tribute $o our great air superiority.

PLANS AND ORDERS

On the morning of 27 February the company commanders
were called to the battalion command post where the.baxtaiion
gommandér snnounced that the long expeoted attack was sched-
wled ©0 jump off the following morning, (28) With this ef=-
fort all along the VIII Corps front, it was hoped and expected

(28) Personal Knowledge.
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t o break through tge Prum River defenses and'make a gquiek
drive to the Rhine, (23) |

The mission of the 4th Division was initially to es?
tablish a bridgehead in the Willwerath - Gondelsheim - Fler-
ingen - Rommersheim area, (See Map C)

The 1lth Armored Division, which was presently in a
‘oorps assembly area (24) had been ordered to attack through
the 45h Division zone not later than 3 March, After being
papsed through, the 4th was to folidw the 1lth Armored %o
clean out any pockets of resistance whioh might have been
bypagsed., (25) | |

The job of establishing the Willwerath bridgehead fell
to the 8th Infantry. Withip the regiment, the 24 Battallon
received orders to oross the river at Hermespand, take the
large hill immediately east of the town, and be prepared %o
take Weinsheim on order, (28) The 34 Battalion was to bake
Kleinlangenfeld and the large hill scutheast of it; be pre-
paréd %0 clear the high ground south of the town and ocap-
ture Willwerath on order, +The lst Battalion was to con=-
tinue as the regimental reserve, (27)

"Phe 34 Battalion Commander, Lieutenant Colonel Fred W.
Collins, after discussing possible plans for the hattalion
attack, took the company commanders 50 an observation post
in I Compsny area, (See Map D) for another look at pos-
gible approaches into Tthe enemy positions. The hill on which
the obaervaéion post was located gave exoel;ent observation

of the high ground directly aeross the Pram, but neither
Kleinlangénfeld nor Willwerath could be seen, (88) The

(R3) A~5, p. 313; (84) A-1, p. 276; (285) A-5, p. 313;
(26) Statement of It Col George L. Mabry 10 Ian 49; (27) (28)
Personal Knowledge. _
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obaei'vat lon post hill also wag a prominent tgrain Teature
from the German viewpoint, and the additional movement in
the thin woodsg brought six rounds of artillery crashing in,
Sudden occupation of convenlent holes prevented any damage,

On return of the group to the observation post, Lleu-
tenant Colonel Collins issued his atback ordgr. ‘K Company
was t0 assault Kleinlangenfeld from the southwest; I Come
peny to take Hill 618, southeast of the town, and assist
X Gom@any if necessary; I Company, leaaltmo platoons, to
abtem@t to pass throﬁgh the minefield between Woods "y
and "Z%, clear Woodsg "Z" and attack Kleinlangenfeld from
the northwest. (See Map D) Two platoons of T Coﬁpany would
constitute the battalion reserve initially, and in the event
the nminefield could not be passed through, thé entire com-
pany would revert to the reserve, (2¢) One of M Gompany's.
heavy machine gun platoons was abttached to K Company, and
the other to I Company. The 8lmm mortars could suppert the
attack from their positions in Olzheim,

Time of the attack was to be 0530, with no artillery
preparation, and silence stressed until contact was made,
In this conneetion, the dlvision order had set the time of
attadk to be at 08615 (dawn}, and the 22d Infantry, on the
right of the 8th, planned to precede their atback with a
ls-minute artillery preparation beginning at 0600:‘15015How-
ever, the regimental commander of the 8th Infantry, as well
a8 his bettalion commanders, felt that in his zone surprise
would be vital to the rapid and cheap achievement of the
objeotives, Therefore, he requestied, and was granted, per-

{g8) (29) Personal Knowledge' (30} Stebement of Lt. col.
George L. Mabry, 10 Jan 4%¢,
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mission to initiate his attack at 0530 in order to save a
hal£ hour before the enemy became thoroughly alerted by the
artillery firing for the 224 (31) This decision proved
to be very advantageous to K Company in its assault on
Kleinlangenfeld,

| In planning for the penetration of the minefield, the
I Company commander was well aware that bangalore torpedoes
were the desirable tools to use for the job, bui their tre-~
mendous explosions would destroy seerecy even more effio-
iently than would artillery fire, DPreviously, artillery
and mortar conocentrations had been placed on the minefield
in an effort to blast gaps in it, (328) Adjustment of the
fire counld be made only by sound and observation of drift-
ing smoke because the open area hetween "Y" and "2" could
not be geen from Woods "X", Further, only mortar fire had
trejeot ory high enough to reach the ground between the woods.
Artillerxy shells with the correst range to hit the spaoce
burst in the Yreetops of Woods "Y", However, additional
concent ratlons were fired during the day to explode all
mines possible, (33)

' The weather at this time was generally clear. Snow,
whioh had until recently oovered the ground, was all gone
except in the deepest shade, The mines had been laid while
the snow was several inches deep, and it appeared possible
that few, if any, had been covered with earth for conceal-
ment, Pabrols had reported hundredé lying exposed on the

" ground all aleng:the crest of the ridge north of the Olz-

heim~Kleinlangeénfeld road.

(31) Statement of Lt. Col, George L, Mabry 10 Jan 49;
(32) (33) Personal Knowledge.
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Among those observed were wooden-box 8chu mines; oylin-
drical cement blocks, complete with imbedded metal fragments,
'1nterna1 explosive charge, pull type fuae, end trip wire;

aqd what appeared to be "Bouncing Bett lea*, Those mines and:
tfip wires which could be seen were not o be feared espeo-
1411y, for wires could be out and box lids lifted, There~
fére, it was hoped in this case that the Germans had not

g@ne so far as to bury any pressure-type under ground, (34)

: Sinee, on the 27th, I Company's lst Platoon was in sup-
pért of Olzheim, the company oommander planned to use it as
t#e rifle strength of the atback, legving the 24 and 3d
. Piatoons in positicn as battalion reserve, In addition, the
aftached machine gun platocen would cover the erogsing of the
.m?nefield from poaitioné in the forward edge of Woods *yn,

The light machine gun section was o follow the lst Platoon

thrdugh the minefield, then move up on the right flank, The
.Bomm morbar section wae t0 stay in ite present positions
ﬁnitially, prepared Vo fire int o the edge of "Z", follow the
%tper.platoons on order, and as early as possible, take po~-
éitions from which fire could be placed on Kleinlangenfeld.

i The company commander, accompanied by the 300 radio
épérator and two messengers, one with a 538 radio, would
move with the 1st Platoon, [he first sergeant and the re-
éainder of company headquarteré were %o remaln in QOlzheim as
% reay command post, The company exeoutive officer, ITt.
5oseph P, Thopas, & twice~wounded D-Day veteran, remsined be-

51nd ag commander of the battalion reserve,

k541 Personal Knowledge..
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Accordingly, orders were issued in the company command
post on the artefnoon of the 37th, A patrol was sent to
looate, oY cléar, 8 safe route to the forward edge of Woods
wyn, Thai evening, when the "chow Jeep® érrived, one day's
g ration and extra clgareties were issued, After dark a
foiward observer party -- a lieutenant and two radio opera-

tors -~- arrived from the 29th Fleld Artillery Battalion., ({35)

THE MINEFIELD

At 04495 28 February, heavy celouds blotited out a bright
moon as Ghe company gtarted to form on the road. BREven so,
visibility was goq& enough to be able to distinguish moving
forme at about 25 yards. It was cold and raw, but not freez-
ing, Telling the first sergeant to notify battalion and the
platoons on the ridge positlons that they were on their way,
the oompany commander started the Olzheim elements mdving at
0500, He wanted S0 be in position in the edge of Woods "Y"
by 0530, the.time of attack,

"Moving silently in single-file, the column orossed the
footbridge, reached and skirted the edge of Woeds "X" where
the heavy machine gun platoon joined to follow the lst Pla~
toon, paralleled the sozub growth, and entered Woods "Y",

A% the 34 Platoon position, the light machine gun section
tagged on the end of fhe eolumn, The squad leader, whose
patrol had reconnoitered and cleared a safe route, guided

the lst Platoon on up to the forward edge of the woods with-

out incident,
(85) Personsl Knowledge,
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Although several shell craters could be geen in the
open area, it was evident that not much had been asoomplished
by the concentrations toward blast ing a gap through the mines.
The 1lst Pletoon leader, I, George L, Siewenie, after choosg-
ing as well as possible the best orossing loeation, deployed
two sqﬁads to cover the remaining squed which was to do the
dirty work of leading off through the minefield, The heavy
machine guns were moving up, one sectlion on each side of the
rifle platoon and about 30 yards from it, so fire of the
four guns could be crossed in front of the platoon,

The sky in the east was brightening now, and ﬁhe company
commander heard ¥ and L Companles report to battalion OVer
the 300 radio that they were moving out. Many mines could
already be seen in the open space, and, ag everything was
as ready as could be, the company commander motioned ILt,
Slewenie to start his leading men out.,

A men on hands and kneeg, his rifle slung across his
back and with wire cutters in one hand, moved gingerly out
_from the woods., He was followed at five yards by a second
man, slightly to the right, so as to widen the path., Using
their hands even more than their eyes, They carefully searched
the ground immediately in front of them., As each slowly
went forwaxd, he out trip wires, throwing the ends well aside,
and lifted 1lids of Schu mines, pushing the boxes out of the
WAY» | |

Two other members of the lead squad had englneer tape
Woich they were to use to mark the path., <They did not get

to use it, for as the first man reached o point about 12 yards
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out, there was & terrific explosion followed by a brilliant
flare whilch dispelled all reméining darkness, The seoond
man had hit a buried presaure;type mine with his knee, Even
with haste, snow and partly frozen grouné the Germans had
been thorough., As the flare died out, two shouts in German
were heard just over the orest of the ridge, but no firing
was forthecoming, The man who had been hit was pulled carew
fully back to the woods, but it was too late, He had died
instantly., (36) ‘

In the dead silense that followed the flare, 1t occurred
to The company comménder that both he and the battalion com-
mander had overloocked the possibility that an accidentglly
exploded mine might alert the Eleinlangenfeld defenders as
well ag any of the othef noises the battallon ﬁas avoilding.,
As yet however, no firing was heard from the direction of the
town. The company commander ealled battalion on the SCR
300 and reported the situstion, - Lieutenant Colonel Collins
agreed that no further effort o gebt through the minefield
cshould be made at that time, and directed the company to re-
turn to its previous positions, |

Depending on how the K Company situat ion developed, I
Company might breach the minefield later using bangalores,
The decision to retum to Olzheim wag received by the 1st
Platoon with noticeablé rellef, As the men were beginning
. to move back through the woods, a sudden outburst of machiﬁe
~gun fire and rifle firing came from the directiion of Klein-

langenfeld, 4 few minutes later the X Company commander was

(%36) Personal Knowledge,
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heard reporting that hig company was in the first buildings
on the edge of town, having galned almost complete Surpriae.
(37) |

The di#ision artillery could now be heard firing far to
the south,'énd immediately %o the north, the artillery sup-
porting the 87th Diiision_attack was booming. Enemy shells
began falling more frequently into Olzheim as the GOmMpany
weg re-crossing the footbridge, but all men of the 18t Pla~-
toon and the seotions reached their building safely, Mov-
ing on toward the company command post, the command group
heard the characteristic sound of approaching Nebelwerfer
("soréaming meemie"} shells and sorambled for the dubious
protec¢tion of a pile of rubble,

A oclose explosion shoﬁered dirt and stones on the three
men, <The noise of more of thé same starting on theirlway
sent the group dashing the few remaining yards to the command
‘post, The company commanderts headlong dive down {he cellar
'_steps was somewhalt cushioned at the bottom by'the radio op-
erator who had preceded him by a very slight margin., (38)

When the incoming shelling slackened, the company com-
mander went to the battalion éomménd post Go learn what he
sould of the situation. During the morning, frequent re-
port s came in from K and I Companies, K Company was meeting
very strong opposition in Kleinlangenfeld, but was making
$low progress in house~to~house fighting. In the early
morning I Company had'moved geveral hundred yards toward its
objeoctive without being discovered, then was hii with heavy

rifle and machine gun fire from Wopds "P", (See Map D)

(37) (38) Personal Knowledge.
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The company was split by the fire, and although the two
leading plavoons were able o get past and continue on, the
- remainder could move neiﬁher forwafd nor back because of
their expoaed'position. Late in the moring the forward
portion of L Company was reporbted on Hill 618, their ob-
jeotive, (39)

Throughout the day repeated attempts were made to neu-
tralize Wooda'"P" by heavy mortar and artillery'oonoentra-
tions, but they seemed t0 have little effeot on the fire
from the.woods. On the 3d Batbtalion right, the 24 Battal~
ion had sleo gained initial surprise in the attack, although
they were now having diffieulty in trying to capiure the
.iarge hill east of Hermegpand, The Germans were reinforeing
their position from Weinsheim. (40)

| Still.nc orders were forthcoﬁing for I Qompany. It
appeared thet in view of X Company's slow bub steady gains
in Xleinlengenfeld, I Company would not be used to bdbreach
- the minefield and attack through Woods "Z%™, At about 1600
the company'oommander was called to the battalion command
pdst. The battalion commander informed him that the pinned-
down portion of I Company had been wihhdrawﬁ-under cover of
smoke pléced on Woodg "P",, and that as soon as darkness fell,
it wﬁuld try to rejoin the company with re~supply. . Hé added
that The forward element of the company was helding ivs po-
sition on the hill, having repulsed two minor aounter-attaocks
s0 far, but he was worried about the situation in that zone,
The enemy in Woods "P" would have to be eliminated and the
Hill 618 posiﬁion gstrengthened, (See Map D) He'wanted I Com-

{38) Pérsonal Knowledge; (40) Statement of Lt, Col. George L,
Mabry 10 Jan 49, o
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pany to move out during the night, attack Woods "P" at day-
light 1 March, clean out the enemy position thcre,_bhén gb
into position on the high ground between Hills 617 énd 618,
and make contaet with I Company. (Seé Map D) (41)

Badk at his own command post, the company commander
called the platoons on the ridge positions, He direoted the
platoon leaders %o report to the ocompany command post after
having their seconds-in-command start moving the platoons
baok into Olzheim, <The 1lst and Weapons Platoons had first
lieutenants permanently aséigned as their'leaders. The 3d
Platoon wes commanded by a technical sergeant, and It, Thom-
ag, although nominally the company executive officer, led
the 2@ Platoon in most combat aetions; Lhe 24 Platoon ser-
geant had been in all the heavief engagement s since D-Day,
nad been three-times wounded and twice decorasted, but, al-
though thoroughly competent as second-in-sommand, had pre-
fiously evidenced teﬁdenoies toward combat exhaustion wheﬁ
given the full responsibility for leading the platoon, For
that reason 1t was felt that an officer should lead it when-
ever pogsiblé; (48) |

Whéh The platéon leadersg arrived, the company commander
out1ined the situation, the mission and his plan, The com-
pany would move out in columns of twos at 0830 1 March in
the order: 3@ Platoon, Light Machine Gun Section, 2d Platoon,
Heavy.maahine Gun Platoon, Company Headquarters, including
artillery rorwérd observer party, Mortar Section and lst

Platoon, Sight contast would be meintained beéiween platoons.

{41) (42) Personal Knowledge.
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The route would be: oross the footbridge, turn right
(south) and follow -the unimproved road paralleling the Prum
River to the third right angle bend; (See Map D) east aoross
the south slope of Hill 599, skirting the north edge of the
"Woods; south across the stream and road, then into the ﬁoods
tp get in pogition to attack Woods "P“ at daylight.

The leading platoon (3d) would provide a four-man patrol
to precede the column at the limit of visibillity, proveot and
prevent surprise. The 24 and lst Platoons would put oub
flank guards where necessary, The company commander with 536
and 300 radio 0perators would mové with the 34 Platoon for
contfol purposes, |

The time remaining before moving out was spent in the
~usual preparations. A hot meal was servéd, all men oriented,
maps angd photba studied, ammunition and weapons checked, and
K rations issued., At 2300 battalion informed the company ocom-
mender that the I Company platoons had been fired on as they

were moving to join the rest of the gompany, but they had man-

aged to get through., (48)

OPERATIONS 1 MARCH

The company étarted to form at 0815. The night was
elesr, cdld and dark; the moon not yet up. After eyeé beocame
adjusted, gtarlight gave falnt visgivllity, and the moon would
goon help, The 3d Platoon began to move at 0230, and the rest

of the company strung out behind in the presoribed order,

(42) Personal Enowledge.
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The pace was necessarlily slow, not only because of the dark-
nesg, but also adjusting tc the speed of the mashine gun ple-
toon man-handling thelr heavy guns., Soon after crossing the
footbridge, the head of the column turned right on the unim=
proved road, and the advance patrol moved out a few yards a-
head, ‘The road curved sharply west toward the »iver, south
to parallel the river for about 400 yerds, east for 250 yards,
then south again, Asg the company left the road ab the last
‘bend to continue east, it apread out more and flank guards
went out as far as they could he seen on each side of the
golumn to protect the company acrosa the open ground.

It meemed 0 be getﬁing lighter, and the black blob that
was the woods on the slope of Hill 588 could be dimly seen,
(See Map D) With the head of the column halfway aoeross the
open space, thé leading patrol hurried on to investigate
the edge of the woods, In a short time one man came back
bringlng two very young, subdued and frightened German prig-
oners, He $0ld the company commander that the wboda were
elear, the patrol was waiting at the forward edge for the
compahy and further instruetions, and that the prisoners had
been eaught asleep just inside the woods, A German speaking
mesgenger quest ioned them, and said they had deserted from
Kleinlangenfeld where Ghey thought they would be killed or
captured by K Company the next day. The company commander
had them taken to the headquarters group with instructions
to bring them along. He didn't wanbi to spare any men yey

to take them back to battalion,
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The company reached cthe woods and followed its north
edge, The head.was almost up with the paltrol when a whis-
pered, "Hold it up", was passed forward along the column,
Looking up the.slope to the left, the ooﬁpany commander
saw & flank guard signaling, A moment later four figures
appeared against the skyline. They halted suddenly at g
_1oﬁ command from a flanker, and their rifles clattered to
the ground, When these Germans were brought down %o bthe
company; they stated they were a patrol sent from Klein-
langenfeld to make contact with the group in Woods "P",

They elther could not or would not give any information
eonoerning the strength of the position at "pn,

WWhile the company eommandef wag with the patrol lead-
er pointing out the direction to move from there, two more
Krauts wandered in to the company; These simply said they
were logt, A8 eight prisonerb_were o0 many to try vo ecarry
along, two men of the 18t Platoon were designated to Gake
them to battalion, The situation and loeation of the company
were reported, and the lead patrollwas off'again. (43)

The route now was south down the slope to crosa the
stream and road. (See Map D) The rising moon made visibility
excellent for s hundred yards or more, Getting aocross ﬁhe
road without discovery seemed 5o be the moet difficult phase
of the movement, for it was somewhere in this ?ioiniby that
the rear elements of L Company were fired on earlier in the
night. The stream proved to be no obstacle asg the water vas

shalibw, and the shoe-pacs all men wore prevented wet feet,

-

{43) Personal Knowledge.,
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The platoons were instructed to\wait unt il the preoed-
ing platoon had disappeared into the woods immediately on
the ovher gide of the road then crosé the stream and road
aé-quickly as possible, <(he flank guards were called in be-
fore orossing, for sight eontact with Them would be impos-
gible in the woods, The 3d Platoon waded the stream, gour-"
ried acrose the road picking up the waiting patrol as it
went, olimbed the very steep bank, and entered the woods,
where it ilmmediately began to flounder,

The woods, consisting of some sort of evergreen trees,
were extremely dense aqd with a heavy growth of und erbrush,
It was readily aﬁparent that the company eould not foree its
way through there with any semblance of silence, The com-
pany commander, motioning the platoon leader to move the 34
Plat oon back out, returned vto the road, sent a messenger o
tell the rest of the company to sit fight until sigﬁaled for-
ward, and svarted searching for a sultable route into the
woods, A short distance down-the road (west) a small Stream,
coming from.the high ground to the south, flowed into a larger
stream just crossed., Ihe woods were not so thiok along this
stream, and a trall seemed t o0 parallel it.

The lead patrol was direeted up the trail followed by
‘the 3@ Platoon, and the others, still across the road, were
signaled v o come-on. Abou$ a hundred yards from the road the
traill went through a wocden gate in a wire fence and ourved
to the east, going up the hill, To follow the trail farther
would lead the company away from Woods "P", go the company

commander recalled the patrol and went with it to the right,
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aorosg the small stream, to & corner in the fenoce, Here
the fence made & right angle and went south,'straight up the
side of the ridge on which Woods "P" was located, The lane
out in the woods for 'the fence was wide enough for the aom-
pany to move in single file, and the oalumn was direoted up
thgt way. (44)

‘The time was about 0445, still approximately an hour
and one half before dawn, The company commander felt ﬁe was
well behind Woods"P" now, and the main problems were to find
the break between this woods and those at "pw, and to locate
some less dense spob G0 use as an atback position,

Tﬁo-thirds the way up the very steep ridge, another
whispered "Hold it up" ocame forward along the column, The
panting men sank down, gfateful for the bfeak; The cbmp&ny
commander sent his messenger up ﬁo.ﬁell the patrol to go on
to the tép of the ridge to observe, then hurried back down
along the column to learm what was wrong., At.the tgﬂl of the
24 Plaﬁoon, the men gald the machine gun platoon wasn't be-
hind them, It, Thomas had slready gone back to find them,
Almost to the stream, the company commahder saw the wayward
platoons coming back through the gate, Carrying their heavj
16ada, the machine gun platoon had been slow in erossing the
large stream and roﬁd, and had not seen the 2d Platoon turn
righﬁ at the gate; Mumbling something like "shouldtve left
a gulde", the company commander séruggled up to_the head of
the column agein.

The messenger who had been sent to the patrol wag back.

He reported-that the edge of the woods was not far ahead, and

(44) Personal Knowledge,

- 85 -



@ | @
that he had seen another lane running off o the right from
this one, Looking down 1% he could see open ground sbout a
hundred yards away, The column began Lo move again, the
patrol was sent ror and instructed to turn right on the new
lane, As the messenger had steted, the lane soon ended,
With the patrol at the open ground, the column was halted
while the company commander was tIying to decide where o
go from there, (45)

The two lanes cub ocut a trisngular patch of woods,
Looking back along 1is hypotenuse, Go the left rear of his
present location, the company commander saw that the edge
of the woods went diagonally up toward the top of the ridge
ang curved off to the south. This ridge seemed to merge
with another running north amd south, It was on the latter
high ground that the oompany was supposed to take position
| later in the day, Locking forward (west) along the direo-
tion of movememi, the edge of the dense woods continued straight
out, paralleliné the top'of the ridge about 30 yards below
the erest, All the ground left of the woods to the ridge
erest was bare and open, gleaming brightly in the brilliant
moonlight. (46) |

The company commander was talking to the patrol leader
when the man observing from the mouth of the lane whispered
sharply, "Captaln, Looki" Theré about 25 yards asway, coming
along the woods directly toward the company; wasg & column
of Germans. ~They were moving silently and had their weaponé
slung on their shoulders, The company commander glanced

hagtily 40 the rear, saw that the 3d Platoon was some 20 yards

(45) (46) Personal Knowledge.,
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back in the lane and unaware of what wag teking place, He
motioned the patrol out of sight and whispered, "Don't shoot
unless they see us," His Cfirst impression was that this wWas
a supply detail coming back from the position at "P", and

he did not want to prematurely alert the position.

The Germans ocame on, paseed the mouth of the lane with-
in 80 feet of the company, and continued up along the woods,
There were approximately 30 of them, A8 the lash one pasced
the lane, the'oompany commander and the automatio rifle man.
of the paurpl stepped out.in the open behind them:, Whis-
pering,_"If they see or hear anything, let 'em have it,n
‘he watohed the group disappear up the ridge, Apparently
they had noticed nothing, and neither had any of the rest
of I Company. With the three rifles, one carbine, and one
automatic rifle immediately available for use, a good per-
.eentage of the approaching Germans could have been liqui=-
dated before the remaginder dove for safety in the woods,
However, oaution was still uppermost in the company commander's
mind, and the fleeting opportunity was soon 10st . - (47)

Getting back from wondering whether his deocision had
. been wise 6r'fpolish, the company commander and the patrol
" went forward along Fhe tree line to try_to looste the open
space behtween this woods and Woods "BM, They found it about
200 yards out. It was merely a fire break, some 15 yards
wide, A man was sent back to bring the eompany up, and the
company oommander searched for a way o get into attack po-
sition in the woods before reaching the fire break, Thié

was not as difficult as expected, for, in addition to the

{47) Personal Knowlédge.
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faot that the woods were not quite so thiek here, many ar-
tillery and mortar rounds, aimed at "P"™ on the previous
day, had fallen beyond and helped thin out the underbrush.
(48)

When the column approached, the company commandex
pointed out the fire break {o the 34 Platoon leader as the |
line of departure for the aittack, told him to move his pla-
toon down into the woods far enough for the light machine
gunners and the 2d Platoon to be on his left and gtill withe
in the woods, deploy in a skirmish line, move to the fire
break, and remain in observation until ordered td_attack.

The 2d Platoon was placed on the iEft with similar instrue-
tions, and the light machine gun section in the oenter be-
tween the two rifle platoons., It. George Pritchard, commend-
ing the heavy machine gun platoon, placed one section on the
right of the 3d Platoon and one section to the left of the

24 Platoon to give supporting fire as necesgary, It, Sie=
wenie wag direcoted to hold his lst Platoon just inside the
woods and protect by observation to the rear and aeross the
open ground to the top of the ridge, Positions for the more
tars were non~-existent unless they went out in the open, so
they were not emplaced, but stayed in concealment, The head~
quarters grdup also ploked a ocomfortable spot and awaited
developmentsi'.(49)

The time was riow 0605, and it was rapidly getting lighter,
Woods "P" gseemed t0 he an entirely different type from those

the company wes in -~ much less dense, the trees were nei ev-

(48) (49) Personal Knowledge,
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ergreens, énd there was little underbrush.

The company ocommander checked the line to see that all
was ready, took position between the 2d and 34 Platoons and
at 0620, used the 536 radio for the first time with the com-
mend, "Let's go." The platoons rushed across the fire bhreak,
‘entered Woods "P", and in 15 minutes reached the other side .-
of it on the nose of the ridge, Not a ghot was fired. Plen-
-ty of Kraute were there, but they were all dead, wounded, or
oraven in their holes, The artillery and mortar fire of the
day before had done a terrific job in working the position
over. Tree bursts had sprayed open foxholes, direct hiﬁa on
log-covered dugouts had blasted them apart, and soarcely &
tree waz un-scarred by fragments, but still the Germans had
been able to oontinue firing from the position, (50)

Approximat ely nine dead, 15 more or less seriously wound-
ed, and seven uninjured were found on the position, Quest-
ioning brought out the fact that all the others had pulled
out early 1n t he morhing, not bothering about the wounded,
The uninjured said they had still been too shaken or soared
to go with them,

While the plaboong were maklng gnot her thorough search
of all foxholes and dugouts and giving first aid to the Ger-
man wounded, the company oommender ocalled battalion, He in-
formed ﬁhe battalion commander &3 t¢ what had taken place
and stated that he was aboul ready to move on %o the com-
pany'e final position, Iieutenant Colonel Collins told him
there was a modifioatién in plen, and direoted that one pla-

tdonﬂof the compeny be sent around the nose of the ridge and

(BO) Personal Knowledge,
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gsouth %o Wil;wefath. (See Map B} Its miesion was to olear
the Beveral_housea north of the road running east out of bthe
towns ‘[he rest of the ocompany would continue on to the pre-~
viously assigned final objective. Over provests that Lthe
platoon would be without support and very possibly wifhout
communication, Lieutenant Colonel Collins said he had no
one elge 70 send, that no aetivity had been noted in or
around the houses, but that they had to be checked and held
t0 protest the 2d Battalion's left flank, (51}
The new Job was assigned to the lst Platoon, The com=

pany commander told Lt, Siewenie that in the eveni the 536
redio would not reach bhe gompany, & relay statioh would be
set up here on the nose of the ridge to pass on any mességés
or ¢alls for Tfire, 'rhe'platoon was quickly oriented and moved
out |

- The remaining platoon leaders were assembled and the
plan for the completion of the mission ﬁas outlined. TIt.
Thomas was direeted {0 hold his platoon there, organize the
able~-bodled prisgoners to oearry as many cof the wounded aa.poa-
sible, and devail some of his men t0 take them back to bat-
talion, He was given the 3d Platobn's 536, complete with
fresh batbery, and instrueted thas, if before rejoining, he
got notificerion from the compsny ocommander, he was to estab-
lish the relay station with two more of his men gomewhere on
the ridge., Affer that he would move on up and rejoin The com-
panye. in the meantime, company headquerters, 3d, heavy ma#
chine gun, and weapoﬁs platoons would go to the higher ground

and phart digeing in., Accordingly, the 3¢ Platoon again led
(51) Perscnal Knowledge,
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off, initially retracing its path of the early morning.
This time’a palr of scouts was well out in front and a right
flank guard on the vop of the ridge. (58)

Reports from It, Siewenie indieated his platoon was
ﬁearing the first house, having seen no enemy yet, However,
his transmission was becoming progressively weaker, 5o Lb.
Thomas was radioed to set up the relay stition. Ihe first-
relay message was that the platoon had been fired on, but
was in a good position and about té make a rush for the
first house, [his was reported to the batvalion commander
with the request that the platoonts progress be walched from
the observation post; if possible, and all available assist~
ance given them, A few minutes later, another message
'staﬁed the platoon was in the house firing at a located en-
emy position, Jhe relay statlon saild that message was very
faint, end & short while later, reported they could get ﬁo
answer to'any call, regardless of where they méved the radio.
1 Nothing further was heard from the platoon unbii much later
in the day, after it had accomplished the migsion and bat-
talion headquarters gaihed econtact., (53)

The company was now nearing the juncture of the ifﬁge
it was on with t he Eigh ground running generally north and
south. Lhe denge evergreen wqods, along which thé company
was moving, gave ﬁay t0o a belt of pines which led off to bhe
gouth. As the 3d Platoon headed east into the pines, the
dreaded sound of rockets coming that way sent the eompany
‘diving to the ground. The salvo exploded out in the open

ground, slightly wounding two héadquarters megsengers, One

(52) (B3) Personal Knowledge.
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of these looﬁed in amazement at a gaping hole in the top of
hig helmeb and probed gently at a small geash in his head,
He found the fragment lodged in his helme!t liner, and care?
fully tuocked it away in a pocket, saying that his grand-
~children would be interested in seeing it. An aid maﬁ patched
them both up, and they headed in the direotlon of 0Olzheim and
the ald station, apparently happy with tﬂeir *million dollar
wounds”, It was later reported that somewhere down in the
valley on their way, they kicked the trip wire of a mine and
were again fortunate, They continued on, one of the two hav-
ing lost the seat of his pants end gained another slight
seratoh, (54)

No more enemy fire fell in the vieinity, and 1t wag not
" believed that the single salvo had been dirécted partieularly
at the company, Moving on into the pines, the company was
halted while the'commander and platdon ieaders went forwerd
on & rather hagsiy reconnaissance for a defensive position.
He was more tﬁan half convineced that any Germans who miéht
have been on this ridge had withdrawn by now, |

Beyond the pines the ground sloped gradually upward for
about 80 yards, leveled off for s shoxt distenoe, then fell
off again to the ¢ast, Approximately 75 yards down the for~
ward slope vexy thiek woods began agsin, DBetween the helt of
plnes, along the crest an& down to.the other woods, the ridge
was lightly wooded -~ widely spaced trees, no underbrush or
.small growth, Visibility and fields of fire were not hamp-

ered much by the trees except To the north, fhere a line of

-
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bushes and young trees ran from a point near the orest, over
the ridge, and almost to the dense woods, To the south about
50 yards, the open woods ended, giving way to bare ground
which extended for some 200 yards}

. The company commander did not know the exact location
of I Company toward the north, but Pfelt that 1t couldn't be
very far away., He planned t o0 start organization of his po-
gition, then send a patfol Lo make conbtaot, Completing vhe
quick reconnaissance, the group mbved back toward the pines,
They had not gone beyond the bush line to the north, but as
they neared the company, sounds resembling voices and rattl-
ing equipment seemed to come from the other side,

' Icommenting that 1t musy be part of I, Gompany, the com-
pany oommander told the Zd Platoon leader to send a couple
of'men over to find out, The men were dispatehed, and the
three platoonsg moved out to thelr assigned'sectors to be-
gin q1gging their holes, 'A short while later the two-man
petrol returned and reported, "Pheytre GI's,.sir," Asked 1f

he was sure, one replied, "Yes, sir, we saw them,” (55)

| The company position was to be half-horseshoe-shaped,
the open end t o the northwest, and with the gréatest strength
facing east and south. <the light machine gun section and cne
heavy machine gun seetioh were placed to fire southeast and
south, [he other heavy machine gun sectlon was placed near
the left end of the line %o fire northeast to east, The mor-
tars were emplaoced near the pine belt, The 3d Platoon with

& strength of 19 men wag the only rifle unit available at the

{558) Personal Knowledge,
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time, and it was going in on the south and southwest portions,
The 24 Platoon, which was expected to rejoin very shortly,
would cover the east portion, extending the line north from
the left machine guns. ~The heavy bush line whioch limited
obgervation to the north and somewhat to the northeast, was
about 50 yards to bthe left {north) of the left flank machine
gun, Assuming I Company was just beyond the line, little
attention was paid to 14,

The company sommander met It, Pritchard, the machine
gun platoon leader, and walked with him %o his left seotion,
Standing behind the guns and about 15 yards from.the left
one, they watched the crews digging emplacements and indi-
vidual holes. Boih gune were set up and loaded, pointing
egst. Two riflemen, temporarily sent over to this side
from the 3d Flatoon, had found a eonvenient two-man hole
. already dug about halfway between the guns, and were relax-
ing and eating e K~rasion, A rifle shot eracked, and a man
at the left gun fell to the ground and lay still., It seemed
to come from the left rear, The second man at the gun
Juﬁped to his feet, stood behind a small four-inch diamever
tree, and peered around it, Immedialely there was another
ghot, and the back of his jaocket was seen to puff out
slightly és a round black hole appeared, The company.command-
er from his now prone poeition Eursed the "trigger-happy .
fools" of L Company, but an-outburst of machine pistoi fire
aﬁd more rifles left no doubt as t0 who was ghooting.

Thelright machine gun was ocaught as it was swinging

around §o fire, The water jacket was plerced, ammunition
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belt mangled, and the gunner wounded, A1l men olose 50 the
two gunsg were forced to keep down by the hail of bullets,
4 heavier machine gun began adding its voilce to the.din.
The company commander wriggled backward and gained the pro-
tection of a small depression., He yelled baék %0 a larger
depression, where the command post had been set up, fhr.the
38 Platoon to be sent up: He still could not determine ex-~
aotly where the fire was coming from, However, he dié know
it came from the left rear within the bush line,

The siope of the ground'prevented the pregent fire from
pitting thé gsouth portion oflthe company_posit;on, but 1f the
Krauts'overran the left of the line and reachéd the point
where the commander was now, they could take all the rest
of the company under fire from the reear, That the Germans
were olosing.in beocame obvious, and the left of the line was
in no condition to stop vhem. Not seeing any of the 3d Plaf
toon comlng, The company commander yelled Go ILé. Pritchard
%o get back, crawled to the command post, sent word by mesgs-
enger to ell elements on the south side, ineluding the 34
Platoon, to get to the pine belt and assemblelthere. A few
Germans broke from the bush liné and were approaching in
short rushes. |

With the 1st sergeant and two other men of the oommand
pdst group, he fired as fasgt as possible to assist the re=-
turn of Lt. Pritchard's men, Five, inclﬁding Lt . Pritohard,
sorembled back. ALl then made a dash for the pines, evi-
dently ungeen by thé Germans, The heavy firing continued

for aboul two minutes, then dwindled and ceased entirely., (56)
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" Under oover of the'pinea, a cheok revealed that eight
men were misging -- two of the 34 Platoon and six of the
machine gun plétoona Two heavy maochine guns had been left
on the position, and in his haste to get back, one man of
the artlllery forward observer paﬁty had abandoned his half
of their SOR 610 radio, Burning with anger at his own neg-
ligence and stupldity, as well as at the false report he
had received, the company commander told the 34 Platoon and
the light machine gun seotion to get ready to flank the
enemy from the north. He radlioed It. Thomas, who reported
 that the 24 Platoon had been moving up when the firing
stafted and now wag almost %o the pines, They appeared in
& few minutes. That platoon now had 13 men, all others
having been designated Lo return the prisoners, guide litter
Egarers from the ald station, or man the relay sftation,
which was still tiying t 0 contact the lst Platoon, (57)

The company commander briefly oriénted Lt, Thomsas,

told him to combine the men of the 24 and 3d Platoons into

8 ocomposite plétoon and be ready to go as soon aa possible,
‘he mortﬁr section, headquarters group, énd remaining portion
of the machine gun platoon were directed to stay in the plnes,
with It, MQZgO, the weapons platooﬁ leader, in ecommand, It.
Mozgo was $oO establish seourity, place the mortars so they
aould fire on the position just vacated, and send a moriar
obsérver with the attacking group. It. Thomas goon had the
ecomposite platooﬁ and the light machine gunners organized,

and without further delay, they were motioned to move oul,

(87) A-é.
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While the preparabions were being made, battalion had
Twice 6alled to learn tvhe situation; The radio operator and
lst sergeant had given the information, but before the at-
tacking forece had gotten far, the operator ran up to say the
battalion éommander-wanted to talk to the company commander,
Signaling ilt, Thomas Lo keep going, the 6ompany commander
stopped to Take the-handset of the radio, ILleutenant Colonel
Collins agked if'I Company alone could regain the posibion
or whether assgistanace fromiL Company was desired, He wasg
informed that the attack was already underway, and no aésist-
ance was felt necegsary -- as yet, anyhow, Saying he would
call later, the company commander signed off and ran on %o
catch up with the platoon, He was 1in no mood 0 sry for
help before at least makihg a gtrong erfort to get revenge,

The plan was'to move north in the pine belt, cfoss a
ravine, which was the head of the second stream orossed in
the early morning; get on the negt small ridge and turn east
To the level ground‘atop the main ridge; deploy.further and
gweep south Lhrough the thin woods to the o0ld position., This
route and movement worked out well, ihe pines ended at the
ravine, the ground on the other side being lightly wooded.
After turning east and reaching the level ground, the scouts
signaled, and the platoon moved up to join them., This point
was estimated to be about 300 yards north ‘of the.old position.
No enemy could be seen,

The platoon taced south, deployed as skirmishers, the
~1ight machine guns went up on the left flank, and all moved

rapidly along the ridge crest. <The line had net gone far
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when, through the trees shead, a few Germans were seen
idlely moving around, Wahting to get as close as possible,
the platoon continued-without firing until tHere was a sud-
den shouﬁ and heads snapped arcund to our'direction. In-
mediately, Lt, Thomes' submachine gun fire was the signal
for all weapong in the line to open up., Some startled Ger-
mang fell, others éoramﬁled for holes and.dugouts. One,
running with a burp-gun in hie hands, was ocaught iﬁ The
ohest by a burst of fire from one of the light machine guns
and orumpled in & heap, Snarling and yelling exeltedly,
the platoon surged forward, riring at every step, The gun
erews on Lhe left leapfrbgged their guns, one gun firing
while ﬁhe other rushed forward é Tew yards o hit the
ground and begin shooiing again. They kept abreast of the
plaﬁoon.in that manner, firing continuocusly.

. ‘Mhis blanket of marching fire, although not particularly
acourate, had the very desirable effect of making the enemy
keep their heads down and hesitant about shooting baok. How-
ever, a machine gun opened up from the position, followed by
several rifles and a machine pistol.' ﬂlthéugh the fire was
1argely'wild! some men oOf the platoon hit the ground'to
shoot prone, Réalizing thet speed was highly essential,
being only about 40 yﬁrds from the position now, NCO's
gol Ghem up guickly., In & rush the platoon closed on the
nearest foxholes; One of the oaptured 5d Platoon men, in
grave danger of being hit by our fire, was Jumping up and
down in wild exocitement, yelling and waving, "Come on, come

on}* The Kraut machine gun was seen to be fired by a hand
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reaching up from z hole and pulling the trigger, A hand
grenade stopped it abruptly., (58)

Ge rmans jﬁmped from holes with upralsed hands and
frightened eyes. A sergeent killed one who came out shoot-
ing, Others were brought from their holes at gun point.

A group of four made & dash aeross the open ground for the
woods down the ridge, One reached thaxlprotection, al-
_though he was seen t o stumble before getting there, He was
the_only men to escape from the position, The far edge of
the position was scon reached and all firing ceased. (59)

_ ‘The position had been established to face norbthwest
and southwest, was well camouflaged and dug in, with logs
and dirt as overhead cover for the foxholes and dugouts.,

It was about 75 yards from the bush line, and it was evi=-
dent that at least twb-men had earller been posted in the.
bushes 10 observe to the south, This time no chance was

t aken with security, and men were immediafely spotted atb
four places around the area to observe, protect, and give
warning while reorganization tobk place, Of the eight men
previously missing, two were dead, three were wounded --
one sericusly, and three unhurt. They said the Germans had
treated them well, bandaged the wounded men, and were about
to vake them 0 The rear when the attack started.

 The artilleryman's half radio was recovered intact but
neither of the two heavy.machine guns could be used in their
battered condition, After collectlon of the prisoners and
.a re-check of all che holeg, the resulis of the attack were

found t0 ber 32 prisoners, seven of whom were wounded; six

(68) A-8; (59) Personal Knowledge.
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dead; foug machine guns; two machine pistols (burp-guns);
other asgorted weapons and equipment, The.cpst to the at=~
tacking composite platoon was one bullet=burned arm, (60)

Six rounds of light mortar fire fell near the men on
the ridge? but no one was hurt, <“The lone escapee had prob-
ably pessed on information of whai had happenéd. Lt. Mozgo
was.oalled %o bring up the elements still in the pines, é
. five-man patrol was sent north to definitely locate and ocon-
- tast L Compapy, and a oall was placed Lo battalion. The
sltuation was reported, litter bearers and re-supply of am-
munition was requested, Ileutenant Colonel Collins said
“he thought the company could expest to remain where it wag
for the night; the lst Platoon would rejdin about dark; a
wire line from battalion would be installed; and the com=-
pany supply sergeant sent uy with ﬁmmunition, rations, cig-
arettéa and blanket roils.

The prisoners, assisting their own walking wounded,
and the wounded I Company men who were able to waelk were
dispatched t¢ Olzheim, The prisoners, on being hastily
questioned, hed said there were more positions to the east,
but did not know whether the ridge from here south to
Wiliwerath was still occupiéd. One stated That a force of
300 wag forming somewhere to the northeast, and planning to
attack this ridge thas night, Although that sounded more
like bluff than truth, L-Gompany was notifieds (61)

A perimeter position was set up, using the exisﬁing
German~dug holéa as much as poessible, and all platoons were

tied in with sound-power telephone communiecation, The patrol

(60) {61) Personal Knowledge; A-8,
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returned, accompanied by the L Company executive officer;
L Company waé located about 500 yarde to the north, The
patrol had goné and returned along the top of the ridge,
and, although 1% saw some German-dug strong poilnits, no en-
emy were slghted, The battalion wire team arrived with an
EE~8 fleld phone and the Telephone line. Litter bearér_
teams ocarried the American and German wounded out. In the
late arterhoon the 1st Platoon and the various prisoner
guard details same up bringing supplies for Ghe company.

With the position organized and one man in each rox~
hole cont inuously aleri, the company settled down for a eold,
quiet night, uneventful except for the jangle of the tele-

phone telling the commander to move out again before dawn, (62)

ANATYSIS AND CRITICISM

In the two days and one night of the deseribed operation,

I Company made no startling gains, had nb out standing suoe-
oegses, contributed very 1little to tpé "hig picture" of the
- Third Army drive %o the Rhine,'and-éhe actual fighting it
did was comparatively light. However, the operation points
up several prineiples which apﬁly net only to small unit
taotles and problems, but equally, in meny respeots, to large
units, | -

”/llthough not at all peculiar to this part idular opera-
tion, the aseigned frontages for all units, from company up
to and including division, were extremely wide for either

the offengive or defensive, Very probably, in view of the

(862} Personal Knowledge,
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enemy situation and estimates of his ocapabilities, this wa.s
entirely justifiable, The 1Initial defensive position aiong
the Prum River resolved itself into a line of widely spaced
platoon and company étrong points, From the small unit com-
manderts viewpoint, wide gaps on his flanké, even though
they may be covered by planned fire, are weask points through
which & strong enemy can come, get in rear of the unit and
caugse a lot of trouble before being driven off, Wide fron-
tages while on the offensive were not felt so keenly dur~
ing thﬁt period of the war, VE; most instances, a battallon
attack became widely dlvergent separate company attacks.
Beqause of the enemy's lack of reserves with which to coun-
terattack, our capture of two separated points frequently
osused him t0 withdraw from strong positions between the
points., Suoh taocties, although they may not have lmmediatle-
ly accomplished the infantry's over-all mission of destroy-
ing the enemy, gained ground, kept the eﬁemy off balansce,
and ma&e him eontinually delay and fall back, The same re-
sult would ceertainly not be gained, however, 1f the enemy
" were strong enough to mount counteraitecks in suffiolent
gtrength to repel the sompany~-sized assaults and restore
hisg line,

V/E/Company's reverge slope position on the ridge be~
tween Olzheim and Kleinlangenfeld was undoubtedly the
gshirongest obtainable in that part icular sector, To get a
forward slope position meant either being entirely exposed
on the east side of thé'ridge, or being baek nearly 1500

yerds, In the latter oase, a strong outpost would have had
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to be maintained in Olzheim in order to hold the town, and
8 déngerous sal@ent would have existed in the line, With
the Germans holding Kleinlangenfeld and the eastern slope
of the ridge,:it wes a case of Hwo re?erse.slope positions
facing each other, Either could effeotively siop an infan-
| Try atteck coming.across the open ridge top, but to do so,
conat ant alertness, especially at night, was vital, The
German defenge of Kleinlangenfeld falled because they were
oo late In detecting the K Company approach.

k”fﬁe inivial misslon given I Company of orossing the
minefield and attacking through Woods "Z" toward Kleinlan-
genfeld wag unsound under che parficular circumstances inr
volved, The neoessity for secrecy prevented the use of the
quiockest and best means available for elearing & path through
 the minefield, The fact that an accidentally exploded mine
gould destroy secregy was not considere¢‘ If a second
prong on the attack of Kleinlangenfeld were desired, 8ross- -
ing of the minefield should have been delayed until such
time as seerecy.was no 1bnger a necegsity, and pfoper meth~
ods could be used, <The fact that Ghe mine explosion did not
arcuse the town's defenses wasg luecky for X Company and an
inerimination of Ghe German alertness,

V/ghe formation_and route used for the company movcment
in the early morning of 1 March is considered excellent,
The use of close~in flank guards and a roving patrol ahead
of the column gave effective security, along with ease of

oontrol in the darkness. At one time the company commander
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allowed the head of the column to move too rapidly for the
more heavily laden machine gun platoon to keep up: 'The re-
sulting loss of contaot could have been.much more serious
1f the officer who first noticed the break had not taken
prompt action.

.~When the close approach of the enemy ocolumn was dis-
covered, the company commander's hasty decision not to fire
wag faulty, Since Woods "P" had already been bypassed by
I Company, it should have been readily apperent thef the en-
emy was withdrawing from the position rather than re-sup-
plying it. BEven 1if the position had remained fully manned,
sudden pre-dawn firing immediately to their rear would have .
hed & d'emo;'alizing effect on the defenders.

\VThe false report of the two-men patrol that it waes L
Company on the left beyond the bush line, was a serious,
inexcusable blunder which cost two lives and jeopardized
meny others. That information; along with the lack of se~
surity measures taken on the left flank pehding the arrival
of. the 2&rglatoon, ailowed the company to be hit from the
direotion least expected.

V’/he decision to withdraw from the position unéer Ghe
oireumstances 1ls congidered proper. To remain would have
brought the entire, partly organized position under flank-
ing and'rear fire with little recourse. Withdrawing allowed
tﬁe mounting of a suesessful counterattack In a minimum of
time and with a maximum effedt. Ihe speed and aggressiveness
‘of the sounterattack coupled with the unexpeoted direction
and heavy assault Fire Gaused the enemy position to be sur-

prieed, pinned down and overrun with no damege to Gthe attackers,
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LESSONS

V&. In certain situations, a revérse glope position is
the. strongest for defenée. I o

Ve, Surprlse ean often be gained by pre-dawn attack
without axtillery preparation,

3. ‘The migg?qy assigned one subordinate unit of a com-
mand_must-be such that its execution does ﬁot Jeopardize the
accomplishment of the mlssion of another unit.

| 4, In a night movement cross-oounury, a small roving

patrol as security to Lhe front is effective and easy o
control. - .
' 5. During a night movement, guides should be posted
at eritical points along the route to insure that no follow-
in;*;chelon loges contaot ;hexe and falls to continue on the
sorrect route,

6, To be sound, every decision, regardless of the haste

or oonditions under which it is made, must be based on logiosl

‘reasoning.

V/V. In order to minimize the possibility of returning an
inacourate report, a patrol must be given specifie, detailed
orders and impressed with'bhe necesgity for the desired in-
formation.

1vﬁé, Adequate seeurity for a unit must never be overlooked,

9, Speed and aggre381veness are vital %0 2 auecessful

counberattack.

Vﬁo. Heavy assault fire by advancing riflemen can effectively

neutralize aniepemy-pqgition while the attackers are closing in.:
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